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ployment under the government, or of FR NY 
him with contempt on account of his character; 


NORTH BRITON 


" | H E reader of this paper, i auy works 5 
ſhall deign to read it, will find it to be 
really what its title intimates, a North 


Briton Extraordinary ; for the author is induced, 
by many conſiderations, to proceed in a manner 
very different from the ordinary manner of his 


celebrated predeceſſor in this work. No miniſter 
ever had an opportunity of refuſing. him an em- 


nor does any diſcontented nobleman out of place 


B „ 


Ty a. ] 


"His! refi ation—diſadvantages under which" tlie 
author öf the ordinary North Briton i" confededly 
Aaboure ed, and which, accordin gly, gave a vety 


evident and powerful bias to the exertions of His 


2 zeal. The author of this paper writes 


not, th there bie, to calümniate one perso, bt to 
gray tify the malevolence of another; and as hie 
tertains a ſovereign contempt for "the" epd | 
15 che mob, he diſdains to Pay y his court to chews, 
by y making a perſonal attack upon any y pardbutl a 
44a 1g man, however unpopular, or by Mik | 
ing unmerited praiſe upon any e ö wever : 
high ke may at preſent ſtand in their eſt eftecrn, 
He has che misfortune too, for by our preſen I ( poſt 2 


ticians it muſt ſurely be accounted hich! tilt 10 | 


N 15 


be influe need by certain prejudices imbibeg it in 


early y youth; ſuch as an earneſt regar gard f for” 'the 
ap ineſs of the kingdom er Ga ith 
7 wk he was born. and an Infux able attack. 


(1561 93309010 I 11 * [3 


means, permit im to attempt to raiſe a civil war, 


ment 80 me Theſe prejudices” will, ; "by 1 
by exalperating « one half of his "maj e 


1034 the 324 Sk > 1 hy 
againſt 4 the other, nor to impo e on 


give hith money to abuſe thoſe who occaſioned 


i 2 
by diſguiſing or Inventing face. | hp Same 


- time, 


I 


1 3 3 


time, he will Re” himſelf of one of the moſt 
valuable privileges. of Britiſh Liberty, to. Tpeak 
Que. his ſentiments with freedom and \boldneks : 


10 


but he will on no account employ Far mi 
ap Jangrage in place of argument. 
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0 Wenz men, he tho /born beyond the Ik , 


7 you vil perinit me to call you, We, who live ve | 
1 n e corner \ of the iſland, have be 0 bacle i 

| N h equal « concern and ſurpriſe, the violent poli- 
tical conteſts that have of late diſtrated, you, 


our felloy-lubjedts of the South. Inſtead of the ; 
general, tranquillity which might have been rea- 


FITNESS 


- fonably. expected t to reſult from a peace, that, tex- 8 
ed lo EX penſive and [fo | bloody a, war, no- 5 


ina 
13 5 
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ö thing qhas, f reyailed among, you but riot and 
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uproar, as if we had turned our ſwords f fr 


COL 23010810 un 
publick epemy, wich no other view thay o 
plunge 3 into the hoſoms of one another. i 


 aglded to gur concern to obſerve, that this ſpiri rit 


4 "which r rendered ed us lo conte wptible in 
the « 9 of our neighbours, and produced ſuch 


4218 1910 8 conſequet i Jiri 3 
Pernic ious. Fonlequences., among ourſelves, w 
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„ 1 
ing profeions of patriotiſm, ih by, he 0 


ſordid ſelf-intereſt has all A bs. 
motive of action. 


119 : 


F or, let us obſerve how theſe gentlemen 8 


proceeded: --Have they, i in the whole courle of their 
political diſputes, diſcovered the remoteſt inten- 


tion ſcriouſly to reform any error in goverr 


or to redreſs any one of the multitude of our 
. publick grieyances ?—Haye they, for exam 
endeavoured to point out a proper method for 
relieving t the nation of the grievous | load of LAKES, 


with Which! it is at preſent oppreſt, to the. 


oO” of more than twelve ſhillings in the pound. and 5 
which, unleſs a ſpeedy remedy be applied, muſt 
inevitably terminate, and that very ſoon, «1 in the 
utter ruin of our trade and manufactures? — Have 
pn ſhewn us, how a more equal mode of taxation 
is to be obtained, that the induſtrious por. upon 
whoſe labours the exiſtence. of our ſtate. entirely 
depends, may be taxed no higher, at leaſt, than 
our great landholders, miniſters, of, ſtates, and 
ſtockjobbers and that a ſmall part of the numy 
berlels impolitions, on the moſt common necel-. 


{aries 


FE $1 
faries of life, may be tranferred to ſome of the 
extravagant articles of luxury, at preſent ſo much 
m faſhion among the rich and great ?—Have 
they told us, how we are to ſhake ourſelves looſe 
of that innumerable ſwarm of revenue officers, 
with whom every corner of the kingdom is now 


oyetrun, and who, without contributing in the 


ſmalleſt degree themſelves to increaſe the publick 
wealth, live in idleneſs and profuſion on the ex- 


| pences of their uſeful fellow. citizens; and, beſides ö 


cheir unlawful extortions under the name of per- 


quilites, conſume, in fixed ſalaries, an unconſeion 
able proportion of the ſums levied, with ſuch 
4 difficuky, for the uſe of government? Have 


| (cy "preſcribed ; any means of rooting out a ſet of 
rpies, more uſeleſs and more deſtructive ſtill, 


1 mean Penſioners and poſſeſſors of ſinecure 
offices — Or, finally, have they been at pains o 


deviſe any effectual cure for that frightful ſyſtem 
of corruption, which has at length arrived at 


ſüch a pitch, as to throw the abſolute diſpoſal of 
our bert) and property into the hattds of the 
flftt miniſter, - who shall be daring or wicked 
eudugk toe employ his lafluence for that' putpoſe? 


No, my cdonü men "this would have been in 
Fe effect 


1 
effect to deſtroy the very objects of their am- 
bition; for all they were contending for, was the 
power of converting theſe publick grievances to 
the private emolument of themſelves any their 
| N 


Inſtead of this, they have wholly employed 
1 themſelves in reviling one another with the moſt 
1 illiberal abuſe, and in reciprocally decrying the 
4 integrity and abilities of thoſe for the time in 
y power: and indeed their endeavours for this laft, 
| Purpoſe, have been wonderfully ſucceſsful. The 
people of England, or rather, perhaps, of London, 
have not failed, in their uſual way, through a 
: miſtaken zeal for liberty, and the good of their 
country, to intereſt themſelves in the diſpute 
with their ordinary heat and fury; but, far from 
remedying any abuſes in government, they have 
only ſhewn themſelves: the dupes of a "parcel of 
turbu lent, mercenary, crafty courtiers, equally de- 
void of honeſty and capacity, whoſe only fixed 
principle is an inſatiable avarice, and whoſe ible 
ſtudy has been to prevent us from prying too 
5 deeply into their conduct, by amuſing us hen 
an 2 fatuus, 


The 


b D. 
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Job „ The attention af all ranks aware us has been, 
now for mare than ſix years, almoſt, totally engroſ 
{ed by. theſe political ſquabbles amongſt our. lead- 
ing men; whoſe chief view having been to en- 
rich themſelves and their party, the real intereſts 
hof Aeckingaen en in the mean time, beef ne- 
1 gledted, the P my ſcandalouly lavith- 
ed away in . and enormous Pr. ns; und 
many off of high truſt diſpoſed of, by 
way af reverſion, to the children of thoſe in pow- 
er Theſe practices are now become ſo frequent 
 .nmchavPVEds chat, if a proper check be not quick- 
= lyideviſed for them, we may haye the misfortune 

to ſee, even in the courſe of this age, one half of 
f puhlick revenues diverted from the urgent 
cuſes of government to bribe a noiſy pack of emp- 
ty declaimers, and to penſion a herd of rapacious 
courtiers ani ſuperannuated ſtateſmen; · and, what 
3» perhaps more alarming till; we may tee every 
important office in the kingdom, whether in the 
immędiate departments of government, or even 
in our courts of juſtice, entailed, for generations 

9gether, onthe children of children unborn; 
en 0 N 2 AS - 
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But what we account the moſt aan: 
cumſtance of all, in this political controverſy, is, 
that theſe contenders for places and penſions 
thought it neceſſary, for their private purpoſes; to 
ſet up a diſtinction between the inhabitants of 
the South and North parts of the iſland of Bri- 
tain, in contradiction to "one of the moſt; ſolemn 
conventioſ ever entered into by tod independent 11 
ſtates; and by reviving thoſe jealohſied and ani- 
moſities, which, unhappily both for England and 
Scotland, had formerly ſubſiſted between them, to 
deſtroy that unanimity which alone has raiſed us to 
5 ſuch an envied pi itch of glory a and power, and 10. 
; provoke us to commence | a Civil War „which mult. 
unavoidably have proved more bloody in its pro- 
greſs, and more deſtructive in its event, than the 
fatal contention of the red and white xoſes ?. And 
for What mig hty | purpoſe was this deteſtable at- 0 
| det“ . as hy, wan, no other than 


b 10 LL MITE: oo 34 | 5 nu of i 1850 
* How long. a warlike Rh v celebrated i in the annals 
10 91 9] Eil 


| of Europe for courage and bravery, ſo tenacious of their li- 
berties and honour, will brook the inſults of a "lberty-bawtitig 
brutal Engliſh mob, we cannot determine: hitherto they hare 


"ou Sp * of their loyalty and good ſenſe .! 31955 
that 


1 
that of diſgracing one miniſter of Scots ex- 


traction, whom they regarded as a dangerous 
Res in the m favour. 


Although this miniſter had been educated, and 
had ſpent” his whole life in England; although 
his whole fortune, except a very ſmall part of it, 
was ſituated in England; and although all his im- 
mediate and moſt endearing connexions were with 
Engliſh families of the firſt diſtinction, whence, 
by every tie, whether moral or political, he was, 
ſuppoſing the intereſts of England and Scotland 
different, infinitely more concerned in the wel- 
fare of the former than of the latter; yet thoſe 
worthy patriots, equally regardleſs of the dictates 
of truth as of the happineſs of their country, re- 
ſolved to overlook all thoſe other circumſtances, | 
and to avail themſelves of that of his being born 
of Scots parents to render him odious to the En- 
gliſn mob. Aſhamed, however, openly to ap- 
pear in ſo unworthy a cauſe, they pitched on a 
man deſtitute of every ſentiment of religion and 
honour, of obſcure birth, deſperate fortune, tur- 
bulent diſpoſition, and who was exaſperated a. 
gainſt the Scot. on account of ſome perſonal i in- 


dignity : 


dor 1932468 
of i ingratiating himſelf f 
ing a ſubſiſtance, this man chearfully undertook 
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dignity, recęiyed from, him, to be | the tool of 
their Private Vengeance. | | Glad of 10 fayourable 
of indulging his own reſentment, 


with a party, and of earn- 


981190] T9711 
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the office of a publick incendiary, and acquitte 


210! 1474 601 


7 himſelf of the taſk in a manner ſuitable to his 


SE TIOAS 


character. He exerted every reſource of his i inge 


nuity, to revive and inflame all the vulgar preju- 
dices, that, i in the moſt hoſtile times, had 1108 


1160 1 II. 


amongſt the Engliſh againft their Nor rn neigh- 


„917 . 


bours ; , and, to effect the diſgrace of one man, he : 


did not heſitate to revile a whole nation with the 
| baſeſt ſcurrilicy. 
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Happily for Gieat e, that ferocious War. 


51 | cg 


like ſp! pirit, which was formerly the rul ling paſſion 
of the inhabirants of Scotland, was s then ſubſided 


0s III 14 


we therefore deſpiſed the torrent of filly abuſ e, 7 


18 ; 110 DT 019 f 
which was ſo \plentifully poured out a ainſt us, 


>+4r\ 3 


auſe it appeared to be calculated only for the the 


YO) 


. 
| loweſt mob, and of ſuch a nature as would diſguſt | 
| every perſon of c: common underſtanding ; J and Fe 5 
pitied the 1 man, who could proſtitute the ſmall por- 


tion of g genius ; that nature has beſtowed on him, i in 
ſa 


1 111 

ſo villainous a work. We doubted not that the 
= "generoſity, and good ſenſe, for Which 

che Engliſh are ſo Juftly celebrated, would in à 
1 time open che eyes of ſuch'as might "at" firft 
ſuffer ther mſelves to be deluded by the artful re- 
515 entations 2 this infamous Nanderer, and make 
them ſenſible An the injuſtice” of his inna. 


| 40 04 Mn Ini T6 77 Ti 
tions 
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But che we have my reaſon to believe, [that | 


| Moll > VI10 Dad M115 


| theſe ou expettations have been in a great "mea. 
ſure 5 aſtified; 4 yet it is with extreme forrow we 


5 Ne 


ceive, that the minds of 1 many among our bre- 

Weed e n of b Rhea gin retain injurious. impref | 
1 ſions of the inhabitants of this country, not it in- 
deed ſo much owing to the ſuperficial labours of 


55 the "authour of the North Briton, as to thole of 


01 sq 2 A1i 93 Fi 
other writers of much ſuperior | abilities, ' who 
Page t 019013 26 

fuppo it m ight anſwer their Private ends to 
ads vil io M911 wy "Js 
im rove on the crude allegations of that author. 


Or ers again, obſerving how highly the mob were 
delighted wich” the national reflections employed = 


by Able writers, ſtudied to imitate them in chat 


fpe&t which they f found the fureſt method of 
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: proet uring a a reading to their therways ſtupid 
pro- 
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u 
productions. By theſe means the preſent taſte of 
poliieal Writing, is, at all events, to revile the 
n e fore, is à cour- 


eee the penſion liſt, or 
diſmiſt from ſome finecure office, than he directs 
the whole artillery of his own eloquence, and that 
of a parcel of hirling writers, againſt/thefaveurite,” 
Who is ſtill ſuppoſed, how truly it is neither my 
ttifying his reſentment againſt the fancied author 
ol his diſgrace, he vents the moſt virulent invec- 
tives againſt the whole body of the Scots nation. 
: Hence the epithet Scottifþ 18 now: hardly ever to be 
met with in South Britain, except as conveying 
an idea of the higheſt reproach; and the vulgar 
of chat country, both high and low, affect to le- 
gard every native of North Britain as conſtitu- 

tianally a villain, either utterly devoid of every 
generous independent ſentiment, and our coun. 
W as the * and ruin of their 
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How TIO dwg is . | 
cilable with that liberal caſt of thinking, Which 
among foreigners, is accounted the diſtinguiſtu- 
ing characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, with that gene · 
roſtty of bthavibur on which the Engliſh value 
themſelves ſo - much, or with the pri es Of 
ſound policy, I ſhall leave to others eg 4c 
but as à Scotſman, and, what is more, as a friend 
to the general happineſs: of the Iſland of Great 
Britain, I think myſelf obliged to endeavour, by 

a temperate and candid repreſentation of es a 
to vindicate my Countrymen, to the conviction 
of every Engliſnman who will be convinced, 
from ſuch of theſe injurious aſſertions as carry ö 
with them _ Gel egy 550 

1 IU 5 $1 $3 10 89501 414 

Ta a ſerious: ee 4 the 1 num 
berleſs topicks of vulgar abuſe ſo copiouſſy inſiſt - 
ed on by the author of the North Briton and his 
imitators, in order to render the inhabitants of 
Scotland ridiculous and hateful in the eyes of the 
Engliſh mob, were as impertinent as it is repug- 
nant to my inclination; and to attempt a recri- 
| minatibn in the ſame ſtile on you our fellow ſub- 

jects of * whatever pleaſure it might af- 
ford 
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_ od * — 


; nity, for diſplaying his declamatory 5 in ex 
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ord to a certain claſs of readers, TS no leſs in- 
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conſiſtent with my defign than it is above my 


capacity. At the ſame time, I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, t that to a writer, bleſt with Ki Jo 


61970 


degree of the Seolding t talents of the author of the 


ITY ur 8 


North Briton, a large fund of materials, , for 5 . 
cuting a taſk of this kind, would not be wantin 


oil 101) 0 


Such a writer would find an e excellent opportu u. 


1 1250 


ford 
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poſing. t the abſurdity of a whole nation 2k being 92 | 
. proached on account of a rebellion unluckily - 
$ 
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commenced i in their country, ſolely bec uſe 11 


1190 og 9113 


2 remoteneſs from the ſeat of government rendered 


rd 


it the moſt convenient for ſuch an, 5 hg : 
man Who had not only endeavoured, 


178A by th Df. 


moſt daring perſonal attack on the beſt of ſave- 
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| reigns, to alienate, from him the, confidence an 
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affection of his ſubjects, but had actuall 7. 
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ſioned an open rebellion againſt the e l S o 1 ; 
country, 
would he deſire on which to exerci ſe 
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Again, what more 55 uy ect 
r 
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cule, than that of a country. having been upbraid- 
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ed for its poverty by a notorious bankrupt, w 


was t very mome t ſubſi ng on the 4 
L e 255 n ak gh | 
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15 J 
liciting the Om to pay his debts by ſubſerip 
tion. ED . „ a 7 = 


(317 


on the other hand, in point of national bal ole | 
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fuch a writer might perhaps find means to prove, 
that t folly 55 , vice, and diſeaſe of every denomina- 


Fr Ages 1 ſtrange it may ſeem, even 455 
fe made a ſubjett, of reproach againſt 


2 21 


e poor i Scots) flou riſh as abundantly, at leaſt, in 


South * as in North Britain: and he might Bad . 
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cry am ample matter for a ſpecies of wit, not indeed 


chem moſt IF but which has been very much, 


T EY ucceſsfully « cultivated by the author of | 


-.M b che North Briton and his coadjutors, i in prov- 6 
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ing, for example, that more people die annually, 


wikin the city of London alone of ſurfeits, than 
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m n the Whole! kingdom of Scotland of famine | 
7 Arbe je Jt er and the French pox prevail N 
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more in n gland than the itch does 1 in Scotland 


999 old, : "ol S 


nd that 41h are more euckolds within the 
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bit 80 mertaf ty than jacebites i in all we country 
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ſonal ab bu preſents itſelf againſt the famous' 2 


10 


ſonage 


( 16 ] 
ſonage eſpecially, whoſe rancorous ſoul firſt con- 
ceived the truly helliſh deſign of ſacrificing pri- 
vate reputation, in a public diſpute, by the vileſt 
arts of calumny and detraction! Shew me another 
man in the kingdom of Great Britain, whoſe life 
exhibits ſuch an uniform ſcene of all the moſt a- 
trocious vices and villainies that ever diſhonoured 

human nature, as that of the King's Bench Hero: 
even treaſon and blaſphemy have not been want- 
ing to complete the ſhocking picture. I will, 
1 however, ſay no more on ſo diſagreeable a ſub- 


ja, for the very idea of ſuch 2 charakter is 
Painful, | 5 121. 
But til a writer, Ac with Gas; portion of ; 
Us patriot's ſpirit, ſhall make his appearance on 
this fide of the queſtion, let the author of the 
Yeo! Briton retain the undiſputed poſſeſſion of 
this precious province of mobbiſh declamation. 
For, as I write with a view to conciliate, not to 
inflame, I will carefully avoid all aſperity of ex- N 
preſſion, and every argument founded on no bet- 
der ground than vulgar prejudices. Arguments 
of this ſort, however well they may be adapted 
to the r of ſuch as the gentleman 


15 
in be to 4 dirty red 'wwaiftcoats, but without any coat, 
who diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo highly in St. 
Geotge's I F ields, can certainly make no other im- 
preſſion on a ſenſible and ingenuous mind than 


Mont mn nie f 7 110 


that of abhorrence ar and diſguſt 


. all HON ub! 


EY x * 
< 1 14 . 4 


ft] 11 ths 1 . | 
be guthor of the North Briton, 10 the MER 
527 3.15 ? 


. witer, who have of late endeavoured, 

4s WIR - 
with all their T mig ht, to provoke the inhabitants 
of ch this iſland t to cut the throats of one another, 


"3 14g 1 FT 


not only ventured, in direct contradiction to the 
fundamental principle of the Union, to arraign, 


24 


4 


3 _ as at an attack. on the Engliſh conſtitution, the- ap- 
4 . pointment of a Scotſman to any of the great | | 
offices of ſtate, but likewiſe to repreſent all Scotſ- 


5 men, in general, as. of ſuch an abel Naviſh di p 


23% 4 — * 


ton, and fuch devoted abettors of arbitrary fevay, as 
rendered them wholly improper for holding any 


office of ttuſt under a free government! like that 
of England, for for enjoying any ſhare 3 in the pri- 


Yate eſteem or public councils of a Britin mo- 
march. 1 In ſupport c of this aſſertion, they inſiſted, 
with. particular acrimony, on the tyrannical acts 
of che firſt princes of the Stuart family who. fil- 


led the Engliſh * throne, | as che effect of Scortiſh 


| * n.: Wen ; 


TV prin· 


— — — — = 
— — — 
2 — _ — - — — — — 
2 = - 2 — — — — — a 
wo 
_ n > pus. we * 2 — « mt oa 
wy 222 « — = * K — 
— — ay —_ go — — * — E 


_——— pr © LS — — 
6 2 ws * 
* 4 * 
2 >, — — 
— ů ů — — 2 et — 
2 ws — — — 


principles; and reviled, at the ſame time, thoſe 
princes in the moſt opprobrious terms, without 


reflecting, I dare ſay, that by ſo doing they offer- 


ed the groſſeſt inſult to our preſent excellent Sove- 


reign, who wears the crown of Great Britain in 


conſequence of no other title than his being a 


D deſcendant of that family. 


But of all the extravagant aſſertions into which 


| the fury of party zeal has hurried thoſe writers, 
the moſt unfortunate, without compariſon, is this 
of the favifb diſpoſition natural to Scotſmen, and 

- their devoted attachment to arbitrary ſway. As it 
* however, one of the capital arguments inſiſted 
on, not only by the author of the North Briton, : 
who is now exerciſing his ſuperior, abilities on a 


portion of the Engliſh hiſtory, particularly choſen 
by him with a view further to illuſtrate this his 


darling poſition, but likewiſe by others, from 
whoſe learning and candour more accuracy might 

have been expected, it may be proper briefly to 
enquire how far it is well founded; though I 
muſt fay, the point appears ſo very clear to me, t 


that I am almoſt aſhamed to argue K, 


on Pn In 


1 


1 
In the firſt place then, as a proof that the Scots, 
inſtead of being of a Aaviſb diſpoſition, have been, 
from the earlieſt times, attuated by the moſt brave and 
independent ſpirit. I muſt be excuſed by our 
Southern neighbours for puting them in mind, 
That thoſe warlike Romans, who found means 10 
reduce their country inta '@ province, never were 


I able to make any laſting ſettlement beyond tbe 
Tweed. That thoſe Saxons, who impoſed the yoke 
e ſervitude on the inhabitants of South Britain, 


when abandoned by the Romans, attempted in = 


vain to extend their dominions into Scotland— That 


the Danes, who ſubdued both Britons and Saxons, 


1 found it impoſſible, after repeated invaſions f our 


bold poſſeſſion of a ſingle province That even Wil- 
liam of Normandy » who made fo complete a con- 
queſt of England, was effectually ſtopped in his 
victorious career by the Scots, whoſe king, Mal- 
colm III. generouſſy protected, in ſpite of the 


| Conqueror, the lineal heir of the Engliſh throne, | 
together with many of the moſt eminent Engliſh 
| barons, who flocked into our country to enjoy = 

that liberty which was no * to be Found 1 in 3 


their own. 
4 C2: , 


1 2e J 
But this is not all: the ſame ſpirit of valour and 


independency enabled the Scots to maintain, 
through a ſtruggle continued for ages together, 


and attended with a dreadful effuſion of blood, 


the liberties'of their country full and unimpaired, 


againſt the moſt violent attacks of the greateſt 
_ Engliſh monarchs, particularly the two Edwards, 
I. and III. who, though confeſſedly the moſt 


artful, brave, and powerful princes of their 


time; though poſſeſſed not only of England, a 
country of nearly double the extent of Scotland, 
but likewiſe of Wales, Ireland, and a great part 

1 France; and though ſupported by a numerous , 
faction of the Scots, who, in conſequence of x con- 
5 troverted title to their crown, were fatally divided 


among themſelves, a circumſtance' of which! their 


enemies took the full. advantage, neverthelefs 
found i it n to ſubdue our country.” 39'S. 


ww} ; in S008 D 1a 


It! is apparent, BY that 'thofe writes, „in 


teproaching the Scots on account of their flap 


Puſillanimous diſpoſition, are ſhamefully ignorant in 
the hiſtory both of their own country and of e ours, 
and that they could hardly have advanced a more 


groundleſs aſſertion. 
But 


LES 

But let us next inquire, whether the other 
branch of their propoſition, namely, that the Scots 
are devoted abet tors of arbitrary ſway, be better 
founded. I think it neceſſary, however, to pre- 
miſe, that though in diſcuſſing this point, I ſhall 
be obliged to mention certain proceedings of 
the Scots nation, which, however expreſſive of 
the liberal independent ſentiments entertained by 
that people, ſhall no doubt, to many ſenſible peo- 
ple, appear highly violent and outrageous, yet it 
muſt be underſtood, that ſo far from approving 
of ſome of theſe proceedings, I conſider them as 
altogether indefenſible on any ſolid principle " 
good government. Here, indeed, our accuſers 
ſeem to have erred egregiouſly in chooſing their l 
ground; for they ſhould certainly have found a 
much fairer opportunity of abuſing the Scots, for 
a certain ungovernable ſeditious temper, that ren · 
dered them impatient of the ſlighteſt controul, 
than for being ſervile favourers of deſpotick mea- 
ſures. They undoubtedly inherited more of the 
Grecian than of the Perſian ſpirit.— But to pro- 


Robert 


„ 
Robert I. was not only one of our viſeſt 
and braveſt princes, but had rendered himſelf, in 
a prculiar manner, the idol of his ſubjects, on ac- 
count of his having gloriouſly retrieved, from the 
very brink of perdition, che honour and inde- 
pendeney of their country, by a coutſe of the 
moſt heroick exploits recorded in hiſtory, and 
particularly by the deciſive battle of 'Bannock- 
burn, wherein, with a handful of men; he com · 
pletely defeated a moſt formidable army, com- 
manded by Edward II. of England in perſon. 2 
Yet how was this ſame Robert anſwered; when, in 
a parliament holden at Perth, he deſired bis 
barons to produce the charters by which they 
held their lands ?—They, to a man, drew their 
words, and told him theſo were their charters. 
Did this ſavour ke a tame ſubmiſſion co the ar- 
Holy PAR 58 their FO! Pi A6g3C If C61. 
BL rt 1 :oQtodg allen 
Our firſt lbs of the name of James, When | 
uh only fourteen years old, having been made 
priſoner by the'Engliſh in his paſſage to Fr rance, 
although during a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities between 
the two nations, was, for the ſpace of twenty 
your detained! a captive in England; 5 where, 


ON $39 * 


however, 


1 23 J 
however, he received an education ſuitable to his 
birth, firſt under Henry IV. and afterwards 
under his ſon Henry V. James poſſeſſing 
a fine genius, and an uncommon degree of pene- 
tration, profited fully by the excellent education 
beſtowed on him, and not only became in a ſhort 
me, maſter of all the ordinary branches of know- 
ledge ſtudied in thoſe days, but likewiſe acquired 
a thorough acquaintance with the art of govern- 
ment, particularly chat of England, where it was 


then a ruling maxim in the politicks of the prince, 


to take every occaſion of encreaſing the royal 
domain at the expence of the great barons. As 
this was a leſſon no where more uſeful than in 

Scotland, where many barons poſſeſſed a territory 
little, inferior to the patrimony of the crown, 

3 James Was no ſooner releaſed from his captivity, 

than he began to put in practice this maxim of 
N Engliſh politicks : but, 1 in executing his ſcheme, he 

proceeded, with rather too much precipitation, 
and thereby ſo provoked his ſubjects, that they 
quickly formed a conſpiracy againſt him, which 
obliged him to. relinquiſh, very abruptly, an ex- 
pedition he was then ſucceſsfully proſecuting a- 
* e j Ile did. not, however, ſtop the 
machinations 
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[ 24] 
machinations of the conſpirators, of whom the 
moſt active was Robert Graham, the uncle and 


guardian of the young earl Palatine of Strathern, 
who had been, by James, very unjuſtly diſpoſſeſ- 
ſed, under colour of law, of that extenſive earl- 
dom. The king, at laſt, attoned for his oppreſ- 


ſion with his life. — Has this the . of a 
blind Spbmilion to e meaſures?? 
wil Mae} ©1357 10 Det ONT TE. Ot, 


x Sat 1. Res... of: * anole, 1 pur- 


: url the very ſame project that had occaſioned 
his father's ruin. This conduct involved him in 
| continual diſputes with his principal ſubjects, 
which, in all. probability, would have proved as 

5 fatal to him as o his father, if an accidental : 
death had not por vac po to dae. 
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W UI. 8 1 e the con- 


; duet of his father and grand facher, rendered his 
reign one continued ſcene of commotions, till at 


length his nobles were exaſperated to ſuch a de- 
cer. that cher mie farces and e him a 


ile. This infatuated; prive Fad oe rant Ng, 


Who. ingroſſe d. his Whole CON fidence, laboured 0 
Aan increaſe 


t 2s J 

increaſe his jealouſy of his principal barons, and, 
in a word, directed all his councils. But thoſe fa- 
vourites were, like my friend the author of the 
North Briton, unprincipled fellows of | obſcure birth, 
and lite bim allied from private motives of reſentment 
and ſelf intereſt. They met with a fate worthy of 
their rank and their crimes: The diſcontented ba- 
rons went in a body to the tent of the king, though 
then at the head of a powerful army, ſeized on ſix 

of thoſe miſcreants, and hanged them over a 
neighbouring bridge.— Looks this like a'Nlaviſh 

[ ron the will of cher fovercign. 7 


#4 


1 mut be 1 thati in this inquiry 
1 have confined myſelf to a few of the moſt ſtrik- 
ing inſtances of the publick ſpirited oppoſition 8 
made by the ſubjects of Scotland to what they 
deemed illegal encroachments on their privileges. 
To mention the whole were an endleſs taſk ;' for, 
from the return of James I. from his Erigliſh 
captivity where he had learnt that ſyſtem ef po- 
_ | liricks which as productive of ſuch fatal conſe- 
quences to | himſelf and his | poſterity; to the 
glorious æra of the revolution, the internal hiſtory 
* Scotland exhibits, in a great meaſure, one per- 
in petual 
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petual ſtruggle between the prepogative of the 
crown, and the privileges of the people. 


To what extremity the diſputes was carried in 
the time of our lovely but unfortunate queen Mary, 
muſt be ſo well known to every Engliſhman of 
any reading, as to make it unneceſſary for me to 
remind him of it. She was, by her ſubjects, oblig- 


ed to encourage a religion contrary to that of her 


0 heart, and to perſecute thoſe of her own perſua- 
: ſion.— She was forced to receive as her huſband 4 
man for whom ſhe entertained no affeftion—She 
was oppoſed by them in battle—made a priſoner— - 
dethroned and at laſt expelled her own kingdom. 
In theſe diftreſsful circumſtances, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf into the arms of her neareſt relation, Eliza- 
beth of England, who was a queen like herſelf, 
but as cruel, abſolute, and arbitrary, as Mary 
Vas tender hearted, complying, and oppreſſed. 
There, inſtead of meeting with the kindneſs and 

| protection due to her blood, her ſex, and her N 
misfortunes, ſhe underwent a ſcene of perſecution 
and diſtreſs, that would have diſhonoured the 
moft barbarous prince, and which cannot be read 
without exciting the deepeſt * Eliza - 
" | beth, 


b * 


ok auated * mean ſpirited jealouſy of her 
beauty and accompliſhments, kept her cloſe 
priſoner, | under various pretences, for no leſs a 
ſpace than eighteen years. But not ſatisfied with 
making het undergo ſo long a courſe of the moſt 
rigorous oppreſſion, the ſayage ſoul of Elizabeth 
could be no otherways appeaſed than with the 
blood of the unhappy Mary, © whoſe grey- head 
n at laſt n er body on a ſcaf · 
f Ni: 19" 26 © 1 — 
e eri, 8 ah hs fe 
of a ſuppoſed Favourite. Rizzio an Italian, and 
the private ſecretary of Mary for her foreign diſ- 
Pacbes, vas, ſuppoſed to have acquired too great 
Iinſiuenc e in, Mary's councils, A conſpiracy, 
kharrfore, was formed againſt, him, and en 
murdered in his are e r 0 


4 


Potioiqq 0 Det rar oben 
From hst had hits fd, wet think, ! 
dantliy plain, notwithſta 5 Al- 
ſertions of our late dabblers.i in political contro» 
venlf\, cha of all the nations of Europe, not er. 
You our Brethren of England, the dui 
of the Scots ae moſt repugnant to arbitrary 
£454 | govern · 
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25 government. But ſtill 1 8 to fatisfy you, 
my countrymen, of this truth, I will Juſt inform 

you of two or three of the fundamental prin- 

ciples of the ancient Scottiſh conſtitution, that ſo 


you may be able to draw a compariſon between 


it, and the preſent conſtitution of Great Britain. - 


The parliament of Scotland anciently con- 
ſiſted of all who eld any portion of Land, bo- 


ever ſmall, of the crown, by military ſervice. This 
- parliament appointed the times of its own meet- 
ing and adjournment, and committees to ſuper- 
intend the adminiſtration during the intervals of 


matters of goyernment—lt appropriated the pu- 


« 


; parliamen.—It had a commanding power in all 


blick money, ordered the keeping of it, and call- 


ed for the accomptsIt arm'd the people, and 


appointed commanders It named and commiſ- 


ſioned ambaſſadors It granted and limited par- 


dons—It appointed judges and courts of Judica- | 
ture It named officers of ſtate and privy coun- 
ſellors—It annexed and alienated the revenues ot 


the crown, and reſtrained grants by the king. : 


The king of Scotland had no negative voice in 
parliament— nor could he either declare war 
make 


[. 29 WF 
ink peace—or conclude any other publick bus 


ſineſs of importance, without the advice and ap- 
: one of — 


But nin, perhaps, theſe gentlemen will tri- 
umphantly aſk me, where James, the firſt prince 
of the Stuart line who reigned in England, 
imbibed the extravagant notions of Divine inde- 
| feaſable right —Paſſive obedience—Non reſiſtance, &c. 
which he was continually labouring to inculcate, 75 
and which, in che ſequel, ores ſo fatal to his ſon . 
and 3 Rh 26: : 
* To me it appears extremely probable that the 
firuation of James's affairs in Scotland could ſuggeſt 
theſe deſpotic notions to that prince, or that 
he could entertain any reaſonable erpeclation of 
ever perſuading the people of that country to . 
adopt them. The whole tenor of their behaviour : 
towards every one of his ſix immediate predeceſ- i 
ſors, but particularly his own mother, whoſe me- 
lancholy fate muſt have been recent in his me- 


"0 mory, nay even towards himſelf, left him no 


room to hope that they would give any counte- 
nance to doctrines ſo diametrically oppoſite to 


thoſe 


7 


. 


: as [1 30 ] 

chaſe on which they and their forefathers had fo 
uniformly acted. On the contrary, nothing was 
more probable, than that the bad ſuggeſtion of 
them would inſpire his ſubjects with ſuch a degree 
of indignation, as might be no-otherways allayed 
than by his 3 at * if not . 

death. %% - Oo ng 


| Beſides the ee argument een tis 

: ſuppoſition, ariſing from the ſituation of James's 

affairs in Scotland, and the diſpoſition of the peo-- 
2 ple of that, country, there is one of a private” | 1 3 

nature, but no leſs concluſive, perhaps, than the 
former, and that is, the ſentiments of his prin- 

_ cipal tutor, Buchannan, than whom no writer 
whatever, in any age or nation, ever carried op- 
pPaſing principles, if I may uſe the expreſſion, to 

a greater height. Of this fact, that author's = x 
elegant hiſtory of Scotland affords the moſt ſatiſ. 
factory evidence. But not fatisfied with what he | 
had occaſionally advanced there, Buchannan ven- 
tured to compoſe a ſeperate treatiſe, entitled, 
De Jure Regni apud Scotos, profeſſedly intended to 
| prove, among other points, that upon the general | 
15 princighes of reaſon and expediency, all ſubjects 
| have 
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IF 
have an inherent right to oppoſe the tyrannical 
attempts of their ſovereigns, and to oblige them, 
by every poſſible means, not even excepting de- 
thronement and death, to conform their conduct to 
the laws of the kingdom; and that the people of 
Scotland in particular, had, from the earlieſt times, 
exerciſed this right as often as circumſtances re- 
quired.— This diſſertation is written with ſuch * 
uncommon. elegance of language, and ingenuity | 


ol argument, as zuſtly intitles it to a place among 


: the moſt Perfect aan in the ſame ſpecies 


k | we; of * 


- Bur it may be worth the 3 to confides, whe- 

wh” hide: the ſtate of Engliſh affairs, or the general 
diſpoſition of the people of that country, at the 

time when James had a moral certainty of ſuc- "i 


|  ceeding to the Engliſh crown, were ſuch as 


might poſſibly have ſuggeſted ſuch doctrines 

to that prince. Here my countrymen of Eng- 

land muſt forgive me for reminding them of 

an important fact in the hiſtory of their country, 
namely, That in the ſame proportion as the power 
of the ſuljecs in Scotland gained on that of the crown, 

the pawer of the crown. in England gained on that of 
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ruined their fortunes, but, in a great meaſure, | 
extirpated their families; while in the mean time 
the royal domain, by repeated forfeitures and an- 
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ne TY "Thoſe powerful barons, who in the 
days of John, of Henry III. of Edward II. and 


Richard the II. had converted the goyernment 
of England into a kind of Ariſtocraey, in the 
courſe, of the long and bloody conteſt between 
the houſes of Vork and Lancaſter, had not only 


nexations, had increaſed to an ex 


Accordingly, it is certain, that from the 

8 fatal diſpute, The princes of the boiſe of Thder 

: governed the "POT 10 er in the moſt arbitrary - 
ES . os 5 $773 4 l 15 8111 3 1. 
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2 VII. 'the: firſt of thit 885 be 


I e controul, the moſt oppreſſive extortion'= 


His fon Henry VIII. ruled with a rod of irof, 


and carried his tyranny to ſuch a ſhöcking letigth; 
that under frivolous pretences, and in expteſs 
contradiftion to every principle of juſtice and 


humanity, he cauſed to be ſtruck off; on Publitk 


ſcaffolds, che heads of many of his beſt and = 
bleſt ſubjects.— Mary exceeded, if poffible, ex 
her father... in any og and nj i — 


2 And 


( 33 1 
And Elzabetb, beſides the other tyrannical quali- 
ties of her father and ſiſter, inherited no incon- 
fiderable portion of their bloody ' diſpoſition. 
Hence, during her long reign, every article of 
the ſo much boaſted Engliſh conſtitution was ar- 
bitrarily broken through; and the publick ſcaf- 
| folds ſtreamed with the innocent blood of her 
- greateſt ſubjects: and it is particularly to be re- 
marked, that the two moſt tyrannical eſtabliſh- 
ments ever inſtituted by any Engliſh prince, viz. 
the Star Chamber, and High Commiſſion court, 
were children of Fenz n * 3 


Au his kn mal Hibbing: to J ames, it was 
len natural for him to deſire to reign as ab- 
ſolutely as thoſe his immediate predeceſſors. But, as 
cruelty evidently appears to have been no part of 
his character, he did not chuſe to ſupport his au- 
thority by the violent meaſures they had employed. 


natural diſpoſition : he reduced the doctrines of 
deſpotiſm to certain abſtract propoſitions of the 
nature of thoſe taken notice of above; in the de- 
monſtration of which, he propoſed to himſelf the 
double -pleaſure of convincing his ſubjects of 


( 34 ] 

the truth of thoſe favourite doctrines, and, at 
the ſame time, of giving the world a ſhining 
proof of his rhetorial/powers, and his profound 
fill -n -the- ſcience of e ee 

W VI7E4 2 5 9115 2 11 2 | 

In every view, ee! it rms: more renfon- 

able: to ſuppoſe, that thoſe deſpotick maxims of 
king James, for which the poor Scots have been 
ſo groſily reproached, were in fact the growth | 
of England itſelf, or at leaft ſuggeſted to him 
by the ſituation of affairs in that kingdom. 
Thoſe writers, therefore, who pretend to inſtruct 
us in the nature of our conſtitution, and ſtand 
forth as cenſors of ene in reviling the 
Faldp! ignorant of hs hiſtory nee 


| | ſtitution they preſume to explain, or 
elle have been i of the „ 


ae cannot conclude! on eh eee ta- 
1 King notice of the behaviour of the Scop „5 on oc- 
i caſion of the great effort made for publick liberty 
in the time of Charles J. The hiſtor 7 of that 
important period informs us, that the Scots were 
the firſt who bravely:took up arms in defence 
. 1 ; — + 


l 

of their privileges, while their neighbours of 
England were, in their uſual way, wrangling and 
diſputing : and it is an indiſputable fact, that to 
the vigorous proceedings of the Scots at that 
juncture, the ſucceſs of the parliament party was 
chiefly owing.—In like manner, as they were the 
firſt who oppoſed the unconſtitutional attempts of 
: the ah = 10 were ene te firſt wha e 
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| — is 6: 
| ene | liberties againſt the tyrannical en- 
croachments of James VII. and in promoting the 
Revolution, which, whatever ſome ignorant hifto- | 
rians, and more ignorant political pamphleteers : 
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expediency of having all the inhabitants of this 
| iſland united into one people, actuated by the 
ſame common-intereſt, and governed by the ſame 
king, ſo it evidently appears from mn chat 
this was en TOP "OP IE * 


L 36 J 
more than Engliſh deteſtation of worthleſs royal 
favourites. I will now proceed to the principal 


: buſineſs of this paper, namely, to enquire, whether 
the preſent connection of England with Scotland 
be ſo advantageous to the latter, or ſo prejudicial 
to the former, as the author of the North Briton 


and his followers have ventured to inſinuate. 


As, nothing could be more obvious than the 


The firſt favourable opportu nity, for carrying 


this important meaſure into execution, occurred = 

in the time of Edward I. when upon the death of 
king Alexander III. of Scotland, the crown of 
that kingdom devolved on Alexander's infant 
grand- daughter, who is known in hiſtory n che 


name of the Maiden of Norway. This o 


nity of uniting in his family the entire ſovereignty 
of the inand ef Britain das not uit by Eduard 


who, immediately on Alexander's death, ſer on 


EM 1 

foot a negociation with the Scots barons for obtain- 
ing their conſent to a marriage between their young 
queen and his eldeſt ſon Edward of Carnarvon.” 
Edward managed this negociation with his uſual 
addreſs, and at laſt, in ſpite of a powerful oppo- 

ſition among the Scottiſh nobility, and the general 
diſlike of the body of the people, ſucceeded in 
his project: but the conditions under which the 
Scots agreed to the match are highly worthy of 
dur particular attention, as they furniſh a very 
ſtriking proof how extremely anxious the Scots of 


thoſe · days were to guard againſt every thing that 


might, in any degree, affect the independency of 
their country. * W me 


. %/That che * — ai outs 1 
W Scotland: ſhall for ever remain entire and 
„Akerable, and the kingdom continue ſepera- 
d tod divided, and free in itſelff without any ſub- 
jection, by its erde bounds and limits, as it had 
been before That if Edward and Margaret 
5 kingdom hall revert entire, free and inde- 
ent, $o'the-nexr immediate heir—Thar the 
= bes. rale Anna 
OT 00 nike 
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1 „ 7 
ec kingdom of Scotland ſhall have its — 
. officers of ſtate, courts of judicature, &c. as be · 
c fore, and that a new ſeal ſhall be made and 
* kept by the chancellor, but with the ordinary 
arms of Scotland engraven on it—That parlia- 
„ments, when called to treat of matters concern- 
ing the ſtate and inhabitants of Scotland, ſhall be 
e holden within the bounds of that kingdom— — 
That no duties, taxes, levies of men, &c. ſhall _ 
« be exacted in Scotland, but ſuch, as being uſual 
A2 in former times, ſhall conſiſt with the common 
. Hin. of the nation.” ks, 

The PR of « queen dender, . this | 
marriage from taking effect. The diviſions, 
however, that aroſe among dhe Scbts in conſe- 

quence of the ſubſequent competition fo hat - 
crown, afforded Edward a more convenient us · 

tunity than even his moſt ſanguine wiſhes could 

have deſired, of making the kingdom of Scot- 
land dependent on England, and that witheut 
ſubjecting himſelf to the diſagrecable reſtraints 

juſt. mentioned; but the means he behoved - 
employ for this purpoſe; were of a very difſeiſt 
nature from thoſe befpre concerted. The #1 
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= licy had inflicted on them, once more take * 


— L 7 1 | 
is well known. Edward, after having, to all ap- 
-pearance, completely ſubdued the Scots, chiefly. 

by the aſſiſtance of the Scots themſelves, and af- 

ter li2ving taken the moſt effectual meaſures for 
ſecuring his conqueſt, by deſtroying and carrying 
off all their records, together with the other mo- 
numents of their independency, and by detaining 
thoſe of their coutrymen, from whom he appre- 
hended any diſturbance, priſoners in England, 

_ nevertheleſs, before his death, had the mortifica- 
| tion to ſee all his endeayours fruſtrated, and the 

brave Scots, after the many miſeries his cruel po- 


arms to aſſert their liberty... 


© oF | | 
++ Rios i artful and brave as his 
grandfather, and much more powerful, adopted © 
the ſame plan of policy with regard to the Scots; 
and under pretence of ſupporting Baliol's title to 
their crown, exerted his utmoſt efforts to make F 
_ conqueſt of their country. But after having in 
perſon. conducted into Scotland no fewer than nine 
different expeditions, in- the courſe of which he 
had gainedꝭ Sonſiderable advantages over the Scots, 
owing in i grtat meaſure to the vigorous efforts 
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of the Scottiſh faction that fayoured Baliol, and 


had repeatedly laid waſte their country with fire 
and ſword; and after having made their king, as 
well as many of their chief barons priſoners, Ed- 
ward found it impoſſible to accompliſh his pur- 
poſe by force, and therefore had recourſe to ne- 
gociation. As the event of this negociation re- 
flects ſingular honour on the prudence as well as 
the magnanimity of thoſe ancient Scots, I will 
make no apology for inſerting entire the terms ; 
of agreement“ propoſed by Edward, mn, as - 
— will not take up much room. W 


1110. * n 4 6810 Peace, 120 a 


«, + hin union of the two kingdoms, the king of 


Scotland ſhould propoſe to the community of 


| «« his ſubjects, that in caſe he himſelf ſhould die 
= without heirs of his own body, which God for- 


bid, they would agree and conſent, that che 


* king of England and his heirs thould. ſacred = 
him in _ throne; +,vpon which condition the 
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« king of England became bound : 2da. Thar 
« he ſhould forgive and. for ever diſcharge the 
« whole: ſum, ſtill due for the - ranſom of king 
David. /gtio. That he ſhould inſtantly ſurren- 
« der and give up to king David and the crown 


« of Scotland, all the towns and territories for- 
„ merly Poſſeſſed by king Robert Bruce, particu- 


< larly the town, caſtle and county of Berwick, 


the caſtle of, and neighbouring country to 
- Roxburgh, the caſtles of Jedburgh, Lochma- 
: 60 ben, bbc. 440. That he nd eie 9 latte 5 


1 ſtrong chjadtions to the title of & Brace raco to b the 
btrone of Scotland, which, by the rules of inheritance for 
1 Es ſeveral | ages paſt obſerved 3 in Scotland as well as moſt other 
kingdoms in Europe, undoubtedly belonged to the 'Baliol 
: family, David, at this time, had no other near relation ex- 
|  iſting, except one nephew, Robert, ſan of the High Steward, 
by his eldelt ſiſter, Now, all our hiſtorians inform us, that 
5 Robert had, a little while before this Period, incurred the ſe- 


vere Klpleature of the king his uncle, as well as or the Scots 


nation in general, "by "Bis" behaviour at the battle of Durham, 
Where tte King had been made priſoner; which, If not traite- 


rous, as was then on very probable grounds violently ſuſ⸗- 


pected, was, at leaſt, cowardly. It cannot therefore be ſup- 
poſed that king David was very ſolicitous about ſecuring the 
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« earl of Athole, the lords de Beaumont, Percy, 
« Ferrers, Talbot, &c. for their claims and other 
« poſſeſſions in Scotland. gro. That be ſhould re- 


e pone king David to all the rights, dignities and 
* territories, (that 1s, to the counties of Northumber- = 
66 © land, Cumberland, Weſtmorland, Huntington, Pa- 


« latinate of Cheſter, &c.) his anceſtors and predeceſ- 


« ſors had ever enjoyed in England: provided, ne- 


« yertheleſs, that he and his heirs, kings of Scot- 


„land, ſhould do homage for them allenarly, 
and not at all for the kingdom of Scotland itſelf, 
e to the king of England and his heirs. to. 7. bat 
* y all events, the name, title and dignity of the king- : 
« dom of Scotland ſhould be honourably and inviolably ; 
© preſerved, without union or annexation to that 
of England; and that, for this effect, the ſove- 
« reign of both ſhould be ſtiled the kings; in the 
« plural number, or otherwiſe, the king of England 
and Scotland. 7mo. That the ſaid ſovereign, after 
i being crowned king of England, ſhould come in 
* Dean. aud be alſo crowned king + of Scotland at 5 : | 


% Scoon, in the marble chair, which ſhould forth- 
with be tranſmitted from e to Scoon. 8 vo. 
« That be ſbould keep bis Scots pe "within the 
. „ 5 1 ce bounds 
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bounds of Scotland, and no where elſe, quo. That 


«at his coronation he ſhould ſwear to maintain 


« the church of Scotland free and independent of 
<« all archbiſhops and others whoever, the ſee of 
« Rome only excepted, as alſo the laws and 
« ſtatutes made by the good kings of Scotland, 
and ſhould not call, nor ſuffer any Scotſman to be 
& called out of the kingdom of Scotland to any judica- 


| © fory in being. 10mo. That be ſhould ſuffer no ec⸗ 
« elgfiaſtical dignities nor revenues within Scotland to 
be conferred on any but Scotſmen. 11mo. That all 


« © temporal dignities, and places of profit, ſuch'as thoſe YL 


40 of chancellor, chamberlain, judge, ſheriff, provoſt, 1 
baillie, guardians of towns and caſiles, within Sco- 
5 land, ſhould be intruſted with none but Scotſinen. 
125. That all prelates, earls, barons, freehold- 


« ers, ſhould be maintained in the rights and pri- 


& vileges they then enjoyed, 137i0. That the earl 
of Douglas ſhould be reponed to the lands en- 
© joyedybyokia fach 4 
1410. That none of the grants made by the late 
8 cc king Robert, or the preſent king David, or an 
« of their ꝓredeceſſors, ſhould ever be recalled.” 
0 180. That the merchants. ef Scotland | ſhould have 


er and uncle in England. 


66 — ond trade with ile Engliſh, 


40 | 1 0 46 and 
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( 44 ] . 
e and that they ſhould not be obliged to go am where, 
«< uot even to Calais,” (which ſhould ſeem to have 
been then the ſtaple port for Engliſh wool, their 
greateſt commodity in thoſe days) © but might pur- 
4% chaſe woo in England itſelf, upon paying but half 


4 ſovereign, wherever he ſhould chance to be, 
4 ſboulil always have by him à council of Scots peers 


«ad lords, for the direttion of Scots aſfairs. 1 mo. 


«.a8 bad ben paid to, and exa2ted-by-the beſt of | 


. 2 < Store kings. 1890; That he ſnould not oblige 

A <-the- Scots to ſerve in the wars, otherwiſe than 

4 s uſual before, nor to keep the _ at their 

on charges above forty days at a time; and 

„ that if the exigenc 5 
them to continue longer in the ſervice, they 
4 ſhould be paid out of the exchequer, conform 

_ 4 to their rank and quality. 1970. That as often 

as the ſovereign ſhould be crowned at Scoon, 

A the articles of this agreement ſhould be read to 

5 the king and people, and the former ſhould 

& take ee to 2 them inviolable. 2000. 

t 


of affairs required any of 


gan, by he advice 6f his * whae-” 


Die 4 * „ 


% 
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« ever elſe the three communities of the kingdom 
« of Scotland ſhould aſk for their further — 
cc and ſatisfaction. 


n nn of alliance offered. A 
powerful, wiſe, and ambitious Edward III. to the 
Scots nation, hen apparently reduced to the 

| loweſt ebb of power. Theſe terms are fo. very 

_ diſtin and explicit, that to conſume either our 
on time, or that of the reader, in commenting 

der will, at firſt view, perceive how incomparably 


more honourable and advantageous they were, : 
in every reſpect, than thoſe agreed to by the Scots 


about four centuries. after, when in circumſtances 
the moſt favourable and proſperous imaginable, 
But however hotiourable, and however advanta- 
geous theſe terms of alliance propoſed by Edward 
may appear to us, our forefathers, whoſe notions 
of things differed extremely from ours, were fo 
| jenlous: of the independency of their country, 
which they Bucpected, and I believe with reaſon, | 
might be. conſequentially affected by ſo intimate 
a connection with their rich and powerful neigh- 
L 2 — their * communicated the 
projected | 
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projected treaty in parlament, they refuſed to 


permit it even to be reaſoned on. 


Wie read of no further attempts for bringing 
about this great object of an union till the time 


of Janes I. of England, unleſa, perhaps, rhe very 
politiek conduct of of Henry VII. in beſtowing 
n James IV. king of Scots, Margaret) the eldeſt 
of nis two daughters, in preference to the French 
king. though the ſuit of the latter was ſupported 
by moſt of his counſellors, may be accounted 
ſueh. Henry, on that occaſion, very ſnrewdly 
obſerved, that in the event of his male deſcen - 
dents failing, it were ————— land 
nen Wo n as the ee mnacuenl- 
ly fix the ſeat of his government in the greater 
kingdom, his hereditary dominions would, by 
that means, become an acceſſory to thoſe of 


England; whereas, by ———— 
monareh, the very reverſe would happen Expe- 


| rience accordingly: juſtified this ſenſible opinion of E 
; Henry; for it was as heir of this very marriage 


at m I. eee en Engliſh "throne, 


5 114): 14 def 4 *s 5 2 | 4. N MH Ne 143 bas 4 9 
| % . 4» . : 


was compoſed of the ableſt ſtateſman, without ex · 
ception, that ever managed the affairs of Eng- 
land. Accordingly the ſucceſs of the negociation 
was anſwerable to the abilities of thoſe by whom | 
it was conducted; and a treaty of union, which 
had been ſo often attempted in vain, was, under 
their auſpices, brought to a final concluſion be- 
tween the two kingdoms, and that on terms ſo 


LP Y 


an event that was attended with the conſequences 


fo ſagaciouſly predicted by king Henry, 


James, very ſoon after his acceſſion to the 
crown of England, formed a plan for effecting a 


more intimate union between his two kingdoms : 
but his endeavours, as well as thoſe of his grand- | 
fon, Charles II. for the ſame purpoſe, proved 

abortive: it were unneceſſary therefore to make 

n mention of them. | 


At laſt as we of an union was cy 


more ſeriouſly than ever by queen Anne, and 
; appears very. clearly to have been a capital object 


in the politicks of that princeſs's miniſtry, which 3 


ſingularly advantageous and honourable for Eng- 
land, and fo Extremely diſgraceful and ruinous 
Map" e for 
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for Scotland, that were they to be announced to 


Edward III. in the ſhades, the authority of an 

angel would be hardly ſufficient to o make him be- 

& Sn oh by 

lieye the intelligence. aer n 
M. 7:74 introduthory ſtep tc 

Work, an act of the Ala Ne was very 

artfully obtained by the miniſtry, authoriſing the 


| Queen to name the commiſſioners for Scotland, 
"mo were to o ſetttle the t terms s of Vnioti with 95 


+» © A ar 


ho ods and meines kay Vee 1 r. 
diently concerted, chat, in ſpite of the nimberleſs 
obſtacles which muſt unayoidably have occurred, 
the articles of Union were finally e 
the 16th of TY a dee | n 
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San. — the moſt difficult e pirt of 


rauen of f che Union had: conc, with the 
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18911 
greateſt care, the terms agreed o on by the commiſ- 
fioners; becauſe, being thoroughly, ſenſible how 
extremely diſagrecable they muſt prove tc to the peo- 
ple of Scotland, they were very deſirous to avoid 
the conſequences 0 of the univerſal ferment, wbich 


dhe firſt fen, of them would creat 


B 79 7 
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. 'Septs Parliament, But notwithſtanding theſe; pe- 
FOR, HP ſooner. were they generally known 
E | Y, „than all ranks teſtiied fuck a 


uproar nothing was heard but yows of revenge, 


and the bittereſt imprecations againſt thoſe — 
eee. the honout umd inberſt of 
their ee men mende 


want by force he accompliſhment of a monkey i 
* -- _- 


in that 


tothe articles of the union, all 
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 evarnunien: $-infoous and detrimental. But 
dy ch artful means had been uſed by the miniſtry, 
| O corrupt ot averawe all the mem of any i in- 


e800 0 1 to head 


— com motion. n 
20%οο 1593019 H, 1503 ni non 

parc Fin party were however greatly alarmed, 
and thought it neceſſary; in order ee for | 
their perſonal ſecy rity, as well as to facilitate the 
ſucgeſs of their operations, to practiſeithe moſt ty- 


rannical expedients. All the ſtandimg forte ch 


dhe kingdom were aſſembled in the neighbour- 

Aoodd of inburgh; ſtrong detachmients were 

eren in the different quarters of tliat dity ;: und 
dhe Parliament houſe in particular as ſundunded 


gsouncil ventured to iſſuę a proclamationi com- 
manding all perſons to retire ftumithe ſtrtets ati a 
winute's warning, under the pain df hig fired 


ꝛati hyothe guards, to whom a generab ĩiutmusy 
iN Previouſly) granted for all the fatal vonſe- 


-queiices of ſuch fing: 1 to laloꝗlib 
illsq 202 $113. al VI 3 2113079 02. baba? 
zzvInithe meat time, mraſures of ia der different 

nature, Hut mort effoctual —— Former, 


vLO1382 4 were 
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were ſucceſsfully practiſed by the court party. As 
it had been foreſeen from the beginning; that an 
Union, on the terms intended, would bein the laſt 
degree diſguſtful to the people of Scotland, and 
by conſequence, would meet witch a powerful op- 
poſition in their parliament, proper precautions 
for defeating ſuch oppoſition had been very ſkil- 

fully provided, namely, à large ſum of money lo be 
- tranſmitted into Scotland.” As the ſum judged ne- 
_—_— this rene oo” nnd to 
4 fury; ede een a Added 
a method iſor obviating botli theſe inconveniences 
was, deviſed; on grounds truly juſt and reaſonable: 
the ſum of three hundred ninety eight chouſand, 
eighity. vg pounds was, by che articles of Union. 
provided to the Scots, as an equivalent for ſuch 


per eß dhe Engliſh national debt, as they ſhould = 
de burdened with in conſequence of the Union. 


-moneyiwas highly: equitable, yet the ſubſequent 
. diſpoſal of it plainly evinced that ĩt was realiy in- 
tended to procure a majority in the Scots parli· 
ment. Still, chowever, this ſum, large as it was, 
n inſufficient. to en the wiſhed fog. 


Bur-lig'i che pretence for allowing the Scots this 
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of a party in the Scots parliament, ſtiled at the 
time, with great proptiety, the Squadrone Volante; 
who, alter fluctuating long, from fide to fide, 
both to acquire the reputation of integrity, and R 
A likeways to render chemſelves the more precious 
in che eyes of the miniſt 
money, ranged themſelves immoveably Vith. the 


{ * ] 


cati Further ſums therefore became neceftkry 
to infare the ſucceſs of this deciſive meaſure : and 
| ſuck ums were accordingly furniſhed by the En- 


gliſh miniſtry; but in ſo ſecret a manner, that 1 


have been able hitherto to diſcover with certainty 
only one reæmittance, tho? a pretty conſiderable one 
indeed, amounting: to twenty thouſand- pounds, 
which was, chiefly diſtributed among the leaders 


ry, in conſequence 0 of. ons 


2 


court party, and thereby gave em the ſo much Z 


deſired arena ee 01751 517715 1305 E: Ir " 
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oth 10 7 ail, notwithſtanding, all the mineral 
arts of promiſes, threats, and actual corruption, 
che traaty met with a moſt vigorous oppoſition 
Within d ors; 

by argument the many unanſwerable objections 


where, without attempting to refure 


apainſt it, its promoters very wiſely re- 


f forvd eren point dor, by which means the 


treaty 


K 
treaty was at laſt ratified by a {ireall a 1 in . 
ane of ' Scotland, OWL 

As chis Heat) is in the bind of eur t ba 
and is perfeatly well underftood, a particular enu- 
meration of i its Various articles were altogether ſu- 
perfluous.” "Suffice it therefore to mention the ſub 
ſtance of! it in a few words. By the Union, the wwe 
Kingdoms of England and Scotland are inſepara 


1 


bly united! into one, to be in all time coming de- 
nominated'the kingdom of Great Britain The 
ſux upteme legillative authority of the whole king- 

, 400 is lodged in one and the ſame parliament, 
= comprehenditig ITY meinbers, of whom the re. | 
0 preſentatives of Scotland are in number 61. Every 
native 6 of the united kingdom is indiſer.minately 
int itled to the ſame privileges, and ſcbjected to 
the ſame reſtrictions, with the exceptions to be af. 
terwards taken notice of, The laws reſpecting go- 
ve vernment and public, policy are to be the ſame 

| ig rough6ut the whole united kingdom; but the 
55 tünteipal law of Scotland i is declared unalterable, 
 Ulilebs for tlie evident ny of the Lomb uin 
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From what has been ſaid, it is clear, that this 


treaty of union was brought about in Scotland, as 
Sir John Packington very roundly aſſerted at the 


time in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, © by bri- 


* bery and corruption within doors, and by force and 
i viclence without. But you, our brethren of 


England, muſt not conceive the worſe opinion of 


e patriotiſm and integrity of the Scots in gene- 


ral, becauſe you ſee on this occaſion a ſmall ma- 


jority ( it is truly amazing that it was not vaſtly 
greater) 1 in their parliament bought for the ſum of 
four hundred eighteen thouſand pounds. The 
| temptation was fo prodigious, that! queſtion not 
but, notwithſtanding the incorruptible patriotiſm - 
of the Engliſhmen of the preſent times, the Scots, 
by a ſkilful diſtribution of an equal ſum in South 
Britain, might in the 1706 have obtained terms of 
union totally the reverſe of thoſe then impoſed 
on them ſo much againſt their inclination. For 
an attentive review of the tianſactions in Europe, 
for the laſt fifty years, will ſhew us, that a much 
ſmaller ſum has often produced a ſimiler effect in 
l aſſemblies far more reſpectable in every view ; 


than the ancient parliament of the poor country of 


Scotland. | 
Such 


o / data. 


191 
Such is the hiſtory and general import of this 


famous treaty, which, with all due deference to the 
opinion of our late party writers, 1'will venture to 


pronounce the mol honourable and attvantageous to 


England, and the moſt diſgraceful and ruinous to 


Scotland that can be pointed out in the whole an- 
nals of mankind, as having ever been entered into 
by two independent ſtates. This will no doubt 


appear ſtrange and im dict 


implicit faith to all the impudent aſſertions of your 


pPreſent political oracles; who, not ſatisfied with 
| repreſenting the Scots as a generatlon of ſlaves, de- 
void of every generous ſentiment, have, morcover, 


deſeribed us as a race of ſtarving vultures, per- 


petally preying on ehe vitals of Old England) 
eee, e inſinuation thoſe 2 1 
Jalbuſagatilt your mak fellow biete 


of the North has been principally inſiſted on by 


5 UC 


able to you, our coun- 
men of England, accuſtomed as you are to give 


that; and improved and heightened with! the 


mot malebolent ingehuity. ns it is thertfore 
wem proper yoh odd be undecelved' in this 


rege vin Poe . — 5 
bas] ſide ; 
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ide the diſhonour and diſadvantage reſulting from 
this famous treaty really lies. 


; © 


If to forfeit, without any crime by them com- 


' mitted, nearly four fifths of the conſtituent mem- 


bers of its parliament of their moſt valuable pri- 
vilege, that of governing themſelves and their. 


countrymen If to transfer from its own hands 
all power over the lives and properties of its 
ſubjects If to make a voluntary ſurrender 
of every mark of ſovereignty and independen- 


cy In one word, if to conſtitute itſelf, by i its 


own act and deed, a ſervile Province of a rival 
kingdom, be accounted diſhonourable i in any ſtate, 
all this was done by Scotland 155 its een to 
; yl ny of Union. | 


i By 3 their own parliament, and ac- 


cepting in its place about a thirteenth part repre- | 


ſentation in that of England, without even infiſt- 


ing on the obvious and ' equitable condition of 
having all queſtions regarding Scotland, whoſe 
conſtitution and circumſtances differed extremely 


from thoſeof England, determined by a majority of 


5 therepreſentatives of Scotland, the Scots acted like 


a man, 


1 


a man, who, after binding his hands and feet, ſhould. 


preſent his throat to the knife of his mortal enemy : 

nay, what was, if poſſible, more unaccountable 
ſtill, they conferred on an Engliſh Houſe of Peers, 
who, whatever knowledge the experience of ſixty | 
years has happily procured them in the laws and 
uſages peculiar | to Scotland, at the time of the 
Union made no pretentions to any, an uncontroula- 
ble power of deciding, in the laſt reſort, all queſtions 


of private right that might ariſe among the inha- 
bitants of Scotland; and thereby laid themſelves 


under the neceſſity of travelling four or five hun- 
= dred miles, at a monſtrous expence too, before 
they can obtain an ultimate determination i in the 
moſt trifling law fuit.- In ſhort, the Scottiſh 


Union- makers behaved exatiini in the ſame man- 


ner as if the people of England ſhould at this 
moment incorporate themſelves with their neigh- 
bours of France, without demanding any other 
ſecurity for their ſo much extolled liberty than a 
twentieth | -part repreſentation. in the ſovereign le- 
gillative court of that kingdom, ſuppoſing the 
form o government in both countries to be the 
| ſame. How would an Engliſhman reliſh ſuch a 


e Let any perſon of common ſenſe con- 
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3 
ſider all theſe circumſlances, and then candidly 


declare, whether a more diſgraceful tranſaction 


could poſſibly be agreed to by a ſovereign inde- 


pendent ſtate: and whether any conceſſions or 
privileges, in the power of our neighbours to con- 
ferr on us, could in any degree counterballance 
the diſhonour thence ariſing. 


Nor was the Union leſs ruinous to Scotland 


than it was diſhonourable. This to be ſure will 
appear to you, our countrymen of England, a ve- 


ry ridiculous paradox; but the fact is not for 


that the leſs true. Tho? before the Union we 
were, indeed, what, i in ſpite of all the golden pre- g 
1 predictions with which our worthy Union-makers 
” amuſed us, we ſtill continue to be, a very poor 
nation, nevertheleſs we poſſeſt reſources ſufficient 
for all the exigences of government, and that too 
without being oppreſt by any taxes ol the neceſſa · 
ries of life, or having Our commerce cramped by . 
any heavy duties. But no ſooner did the Union 
take place, than our wealthy friends of England 
5 were not aſhamed, moſt unmercifully, to o ver- 
whelm us, poor as we were, w with a gie bous load of 
taxes, ang almoſt to ſtifle our trade, inconſider- 


able 


( 59 J | 

able as it was, with an infinity of cuſtoms and re- 
ſtrictions, to which we were before utter ſtrangers : 
we were beſides ſubjected proportionally with 
them, to the vaſt ſum of ſeventeen millions of 
Engliſh national debt: a board of cuſtoms, and 
another of Exciſe, two fruitful ſeminaries of a race 
of vermin, who live in idleneſs and luxury on 
the labours of their fellow citizens, were eſtabliſh- 
ed amongſt us: and our country was depopulat- 
ed to furniſh levies for ſupplying the ravages of a 
| moſt bloody and ruinous continental war, with 
which we had before no manner of concern. 


Nor is even this the full meaſure of our ſuffer- 
ings: two thirds of our countryare diſarmed, like 
an hoſtile province. Many of the moſt profitable 
offices of our cuſtoms and exciſe are beſtowed on 

Engliſhmen, and theſe, for the moſt part, neither 
gentlemen nor men of merit, but the baſeſt tools, 
and often the menial ſervants of Engliſh courtiers : 
Nay, of the five judges who compoſe one of ou-r 

ſupreme courts, namely the exchequer, the lord 
chicf baron, and one of the ordinary barons, are 
always Engliſhmen. Beſides all this, many ma- 
terial alterations have been made in our municipal | 
law ; 
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law; among which, that in particular, ſubjecting 
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us to the Eng A of treaſon, is by the people 


of Scotland unreaſonably, perhaps, deemed, c de- 
trimental rather than uſeful, to their eguntry; 3 
our peerage are diſgraced by a diſtinfton, which 


18 


their more numerous brethren of, England have 


thought proper to deduce, not directly, but by 


implication, from the articles of union, namely, 


That no peer of Scotland can be oeated, a, peer of 
Great Britain, while, at the ſame time, \ the propor- 


tion of Engliſb peers is daily enctonſing by a great 


C11 


number of new creations; a circumſtance 1 that to 


5 many ſenſibly people appears extremely ſtrange : 
and at laſt we haye, as already obſerved, ſeen | 


54. 37 6 


ſome Engliſh politicians arraign the appoint- 5 
ment of a Scotſman to any of the great offices of 


ſlate, as an attack on the- Engliſh conſtitution. 


In fine, the numberbeſo diſadvantages reſulting 
to Scotland from che Union, were ſo quickly a and 
fo ſeverely felt, that about five years after "its 
commencement, the ſixteen peers, rehreſenting 
Scotland in the upper houſe, though! moſt 


of them had been very active in promoting | 
that meaſure, | were not aſhamed openly o ac- 


Jt) FS 


E 


unanimouſly to move in the houſe of peers for 
a diſſolution of the Union. But our Engliſh friends 


were too wiſe to gratify them in that particular. 


RA En? Ae wing 


Let us now inquire what mighty e 


a Scotland was to reap in return for all her invalu- 
able conceſſions above enumerated. 
che ſum of 398,0001. was, as already noticed, al 


lowed us as an equivalent for the proportion of the 
1 great debt due by England, to which we were 
ſubjected. This ſurely never can be accounted 

a favour to the Scots, ſince in the faireſt light it 

was no more than the moſt rigorous. juſtice, But 


it is a certain truth, that this great ſum provided to 


the Scots, under fo equitable a pretence, was, as 
already obſerved, really intended by the Engliſh * 
miniſtry as a bribe to gain a majority in the 
Scots parliament, and at the ſame time to accom- = 
pliſn a very important private project of their 
a own, namely, the diſſolution of the Scots African | 
company. It is very extraordinary, that a great . 
ban of this money, was, by an article of the 
2 bs TER Union, 


Could there poſſibly be a more convincing proof 
of the ruinous conſequences entailed on the Scots 


Firſt then, 
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62 
Union, fpecifically deſtined to pay off the ſtock of 
that company; a meaſure ſo far from. being ad- 
vuntageous to the people of Scotland, that it was 
ins the laſt degree ptejudicial to them, being a 
_ facrificey in favour: of their Engliſn friends, of the 
only valuable privilege then left them. But not 
tent with this ſacrifice alone, the Engliſh 
obliged them to purchaſe it with the ver money 

* * ſo _—_ providet t —_—_— 
1 nation in ns Ed bagildo vn 
2 al yas (36 no fruit. 2odnw . aboft len 
* . company: had:beenilon g 7 
| beheld with a jealous eye by our Southern neigh- . 
baurs, who were juſtly apprehenſive f its be- 
coming n à little time a dangerous rival co their 
Eaſt India company, than a great favgurite of 
cheir government. Its diffolution,:therafore, had 
been ſtrenuouſly / inſiſted on by the Engliſh; com- 
0 | miſſioners at the conferences for an Unignrin the - 
time of Charles II. and the firmneſs of.ithe;Scots, 
in maintaining its intereſts, was the principal 
cauſe of the failure of that attempt. Between that 
period, however, and the year 1 706, the African 
company had ſuſtained conſiderable loſſes, chiefly 
n che jealouſy between the Engliſn and 
G | - Scots, 


1 63 ] 
Scots, ſo that the commiſſioners for England 


had then no greut difficulty in perſuading thoſe 


for Scotland toi give it up; and indeed the latter 
were ſo complaiſantly diſpoſed; that in all proba- 
dility thepwould/have complied as readily with the 
demand of cheit Engliſh friends in this reſpect, 
although the company had been in the moſt 
_ flouriſhing ſituation. The Engliſh; however, to 
| ſhew their ſingular care for the intereſts of the 
company, obliged the Scots to pay up the whole 


capital ſtock, without deduction of any loſſes, 
| together wie intereſt at the rate of five per cent. 
This ſkilful management, as hinted above, an- 
ſwered a double purpoſe; it removed out of the 
way a formidable rival in the Eaſt India trade, 
and at the ſame time induced ſuch of the propri- 
etors as were members of parliament, to promote 
the Union, in the hopes of receiving at once fa 
conſiderable a ſum of money, which they had then 
no immediate ow” of ever — in any 8 


1 8 other manner. 


eee be de Engliſh, thus to oblige 
the Scots to make this private purchaſe for their 
behoof with the greateſt part of the Equivalent, 
"I 
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0 e pioided” to the poople of Seotland i in 


and the Veſt Indies 


ſo 


1 
5 « 7 
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ments z previouſi ntered int K our 1 
niſtry and particular members of the Scots parlia- 
ment, for obtaining their influence int Kipp, bolt 
: the on-. Diets E * nn | 


4 


** 4 R 
Owen Þ wall lama, 


8 | 1 


[SJ 
In the next place, an eaſe of about 50,000, a 
year, in the article of land tax, was granted to the 


unambiguous conceſſion on the part of our Eng- 
wu friends. But when it is conſidered, that not- 


tanding the poverty of our country, with 
which you are continually upbraiding us, we pay 
at this agent. the full proportion of every tax 


ye u and, certainly this trifling eaſe 
cannot be accounted ſo great a favour ; nay, by 


jour en xfſion, it is highly reaſonable: 


rating it at its higheſt value, it would ſeem 
be hardly an we conſideration for that extra- 


che pegple of Scotland are . to Mu. 
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| count, both. by Engliſh. and Scots, the, molt 


valuable privilege of all conferred by the Union 
ep the latter; namely, Liberty of Commerce, This 
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: which they were to be indulged, 9 role 
| ſolid rreaſures of mo and MO: 4 10. 


poſed Fon Edward II. as WS mentionec 
where he will find this ſo much 


powerful Prince, after he had, to r 
0 reduced them to the laſt extremity, in as amp 
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was the grand argument with which the promoters 
of the Union anſwered all the objections moved 


againſt the treaty at that time. Thoſe worthy 


patriots endeavoured to perſuade. the Scots, that 


the notions Fu W e and national honour, 


. 


had bern 0 d of Mes ted” were. re merely . 


1 TRI 


chimerical; that by reſigning them, they tranſ- 


ferred, from their own to their neighbours ſhoul- 


ders, an unneceſſary and. troubleſome load; and, 
that inſtead of thoſe ideal ſubſtances, they thould, : 


237751 


in conſequence of the Liberty of Comme ce; with 


BA 7c ain 1 5 | 
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the 


18 


vs bog 0 


1. 05 ed Li mo * 
12 Th 51802 . 


of Commerce offered the Scots by that iſc 


2519110 vin 


wi | 


JI} 4 


manner * as it is granted by the treaty o of 7 5 5 : 
and that without 1 requiring any o other recite 
from the Scots f in return, chan their ot ent to. 


a federal 


*, & 
a federal Union, by which “the name, title and 
"0 dignity of the kingdom of Scotland, were to be 
1 honourably | and inviolably preſerved The 
« parliament of Scotland was to be holden within 
| « the bounds « of Scotland—No Scotſman was to 


171 


de called out of Scotland to be tried by any 


430 ju. 15 whatever—No taxes were to be im- 
44 ea n the Scots but ſuch as had been 


| 270 


* © exact 50 the beſt of the Scots Kings—And 
«1 dignities and places of profit were to be con- 
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« ferred on none but Scotſmen :” 7 yet, at a time 


n Ii 


when Scotland was in circumſtances every way 


the reverſe "of thoſe. under which it laboured it in 


the time of Edward fi. even in its moſt proſper- 
- ous days, 9 86 diladvantage, from which Ed- 


= 


13 11s a. 
ward 0 offere t re eve us, was readily ſubmitred 
Z , ind the 


. been e ambitious Edward reſpe 


15 


| r 4 * | ad HYTLIIQO..4 I 

2 ſurren TY hat a humiliating contraſt 
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Fee een the conduct of the ſervile Vnioners! 
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ir magnanimous forefathers Bot the 
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cauſe of this difference is ſufficiently a 
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Edvard II were uniformly actuated | by ſuch 


0-2 patriotick 


ofour and independency of « our king- . 


reſſed ks willingneſs to ſecure, were ſhame« 


parent : 2 
t e leading men among the Scots, iu in the days of I 
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patriotick ſentiments, as in all ages and nations 

have produced the moſt glorious and heroick ac- 

tions; they preferred, therefore, the honour and 
independency of their country to all the allure- 

8 ments of luxury and wealth. Unhappily for this 

f country, many of their offspring were ſo de- ; 

generated, as to be no longer proof againſt 

_ theſe temptations. Hence they baſely preferred 

* | their own private intereſt | to the glory and wel- 

fare of their * 


But let us proceed to inquire, - whither this | 

8 Liberty of Commerce be of ſo great conſequence as 
it has been repreſented, and whether our riches | 
have really increaſed in proportion to the mighty 


profeſſions of the Union-makers. The firſt ſtep 


taken, reſpecting our commerce, Was, as already 


5 noticed, the total ſuppreſſion of our greateſt com- ; 


mercial company, that which traded to Africa 
+ and the Eaſt Indies, that i it might not interfere 
with the Engliſh Eaſt India company; which, in 135 
; conſequence of great government encouragement, 
was then in a very flouriſhing ſituation. To ac- 


 compliſh this national purpoſe, a great part of 


the Equivalent was moſt unjuſtly applied; ſo that 


( 69 ] 
the Scots were not only obliged, as already no- 
ticed, to ſurrender a privilege fully equal, in 
my opinion, to every commercial advantage 
conferred on them by the Union, but even to 
purchaſe this privilege from the private parties, 
in whom it was then veſted, with their own 
money, although the benefit of it was wholly 
to redound to their neighbours of England. In 
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next place, t the | price of labour was conſider- 

| ably advanced, in conſequence of the many 
taxes impoſed on the moſt common neceſſaries of 
life, and our trade was burdened with various 1 
cuſtoms and reſtrictions. Theſe taxes and cu- 
J ſtoms had been rendered neceſſary i in England by 


215 


the 57255 of government, but had never been 
re re hear d of i in Scotland. No, for my part, 


I r 
ww 


Js = conceive how the commerce of Scotland 
755 ould, poſſibly be advanced by theſe two mea- 


— tures, ane ir it can be ſhewn that commerce, like 
E 15 E 


che c he camomile, the more it is oppreſſed, the more 
19711 
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luxuriant i grows. | But to come more e heey 


ch 1 * IBI 


e 1 t . 8 18 nn | . I 2 | 
*I the Liberty of Commerce granted to the Scots 
by the Union, no more could be meant than 
e | 


7 J 
liberty to trade, under the reſtrictions already 
mentioned, to the Engliſh colonies, and to England 
itſelf; for our commerce with the other European 
ſtates, with the Levant, and with the | Spaniſh, 
French, and Dutch plantations, could not be by - 
the treaty of Union enlarged, but indeed might 
be, and 1 believe was reſtrained.” Now, it is well 
known, that at the time of the Union, the Eng- 
| liſh ſettlements were, upon the whole, rather bur- 
denſome than beneficial to the mother country; 


1 and i it is equally well known, that the ſtate of 
proſperity at which they are now arrived, is 
almoſt entirely owing to the treaty of Union 


ſince in all probability, without the aſſiſtance of 
Scotland, they neither could have been ſo quickly 
conquered and peopled, nor ſo effectually de- 
fended during the courſe of the two laſt wars 
expecially, bur more particularly the laſt, when 
the preſervation of North America, and the con- 
queſts made both there and in the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies likewiſe, were almoſt wholly. ef- 
fected By Scottiſh pings nd 


0 The commercial advantages, therefore, derived 
to the Scots from the plantations, are, properly 
* 


Tt wy | 

ſpeakirig, the fruits of their own labours, and ex- 
tremely dear bought: too, conſidering the multi- 
rude of lives they have coſt us. Theſe advantages 
however are far from being ſo conſiderable as they 
are commonly imagined. I will not pretend to 
determine what the annual amount of them may 
exactly be, but it is certain that the American 
trade is almoſt excluſively confined to the corner 
about Glaſgow : and we may judge pretty cer- 
tainly of the wealth thence diffuſed into the reſt 
of Scotland from this circumſtance, that two pri- RE 
vate Banks, eſtabliſhed in Glaſgow, not only em- 
ploy all the caſh to be found in that country, but 

are continually draining, with the utmoſt induſtry, 


WE every other quarter of Scotland, the ſmall 


quantity of ſpecie ſtill left amongſt us, and yet, . 
after all, find it difficult to anſwer the daily de- 
hon of their aan Circulation. 
"4 But it 1$ eh, tha in caſe the Union had never 
taken place, and our neighbours of England had 
never found it neceſſary to conferr the privilege 
of a free trade upon us, in conſideration of the 
efficacious aſſiſtance we could have afforded them 
in W and defending their colonies, as well ; 


as 


1 

as protecting their country at home; it is likely, 1 
ſay, that they muſt have taken from us every com- 
mo dity we at this moment furniſh to the colonies: 
or if they had not taken theſe commodities off 
our hands, it is next to certain, the French and 
Spaniards would, and that even at a higher rate 
than we preſently ſell them for in America. In 
every view therefore, the profit derived to us from' 
our commerce with the colonies, inconſiderable as 
this profit is, can with no inn be 6 phi ed to 
i the account of the Union. Bos 


But 1 will g0 a ſtep W at venture to 
aſſert, that the intercourſe with the Engliſh ſet= 
tlements, opened to us by the Union, fo far 

from being an advantage, has proved the greateſt 
misfortune that could have befallen us for it 
has not only diverted our attention from a more 
certain and profitable trade, which it was in our 
power to have carried on with the other European 
ſtates, and with the Levant, but it has, for the 


threefold purpoſe of conquering, peopling, and 


defending them, drained our country of ſo many 


of its moſt uſeful inhabitants, as an excluſive 


1 of their commerce Tor a thouſand years 
could 


21 

could in no degree compenſate. And what valu- 
able commodities have theſe plantations yielded 
us in return? Inſtead of filling our country with 
the vaſt riches we were made to expect, they have 
brought us nothing but a few baneful articles of 
— 


1 But perhaps you may imagine, my countrymen, 
that the profit of our trade with England is 


more than ſufficient ſingly to counter-ballance al! 


the diſadvantages brought upon us by the treaty 


: of Union. But ſo far is this from being the caſe, 


_ that I will undertake to demonſtrate, that our - 
trade with England is itſelf the greateſt of "Wn 
theſe diſadvantages. A direct and irrefragable 


proof of this, is the courſe of exchange between 
South and North Britain; which, notwithſtanding 8 


dhe contiguity of the two countries, runs ſo much 


againſt the Scots, that, for theſe laſt ſix years, | 


London bills have, at a medium, fold in Edin- 
burgh for the e, . of two. pe Y 


: _ 


= Ane eee are the beſt acquainted 
with the commercial affairs of Scotland, aſſure us, 
| Dy that 


1 1 
that the annual ballance ariſing in our favour 
from our foreign trade, amoumts at leaſt to three 
hundred thouſand pounds! 80 great a ſum as 
chis, annually flowing into our country; muſt, one 
would naturally imagine; literally fulfill the predic: 
tions of our Union-makers, and ſoon make 
Scotland a land of Ophir indeed. But alas! fo 
far is this from being the caſe, that we can by no 
. means procure the ſmall quantity of ſpecie re- 
quiſſite for carrying on our manufactures, being 
obliged to employ, for chis moſt neteſſary purpoſt, 

a paper currency to an alarming extent! ' Nay, 
the little ſpecie we actually poffeſs is brought us 
from England, at ſo great an expence, that the | 
um required for ſupporting the circulation of the 

two national banks, coſts them about four 
thouſand pounds a year. But it will no doubt be 

here asked, what then becomes of this ſum of 
three hundred thouſand pounds annually gained 
to your country by its foreign trade? I will 
anſwer the queſtion i in very few words. The four 
articles of broad cloth, hardware, millinery goods, 
and porter, furniſhed us by you, our friends of 
England, are well known to draw from Scotland 
ic the amount of all the commodities you 


\.F eceive 


(i 7$; 1: 

receive from us. Now, when we likewiſe bring 
into the account the infinite number af other arti- 
cles imported into Scotland from South Britain, 
ſuch as leather, wool; hats, together with Eaſt India 
and grocery goods of every denomination, we 
ſhall have little difficuly to diſcover what becomes 
of the large ballance above-mentioned, annually 
wan into Scotland by i its foreign trade, 


But fail this i is for * beink the whale of 
the loſs, in point of pecuniary intereſt, reſulting 
to North Britian from its preſent connexion with 
England. In conſequence of the ſeat of govern- 

ment being confined to England, ſeveral of our 
richeſt noblemen* are induced to recide conſtantly 
in that country: of the reſt of that wealthy body, 
four fifths, reckoning by the extent of their for- 
tunes, live there nine months of the year at leaſt, 


ED Notwithſtanding all the fooliſh ſneering of the author of 
dhe North Briton, the nobility of Scotland are, in general, 
as independent i in their fortunes, and perhaps' more fo than 
fthoſe of England. Of this I might quote many particular 
inſtances, but the taſk would be equally impertinent and un- 
neceſſary. Let this begging Patriot, therefore, amuſe him- 
ſelf at eee N the poverty of Scottiſh obili 


Le 1 


| partly c out of choice, partly to attend their duty 
in parliament: : our re s the Houſe 
of C ormons, "rogerhir Gier many other gentle: 
men of 15 greateſt etatẽs im Scotland, folie the 
example cy nay, almoöff &very per- 
fon | en of five hundted a year, and many 
4 income is much les, general viſit London 
ollce in three or four years; Where, in the Tpace 
| of a month © or two, t hey ſpend,” with” ridiedtous 
| profution, the full amount perhaps öf their an- 
x wy revenue, When we reflebt on all this,” and 
— on "the extravagant expence' of proſecut- 
= ing s Scots appeals before the Houſe" of Peers, we . 
may form ſome idea of the vaſt fans" eonſtantly = 


: paſſing i into England from is" Boo Sad "Wer. 


thern « corner, which is really 6808 And me ey = 


3 5 — in R of its cotineckion with 


W 1 sq Aollemt fl. 
England IM Fab 3 
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Ito 


ee be "ey 0 the ede u. 
: Union. and will no doubt be here oObjectec to | 
mes 6 that i in confequence of the Union We live 
in a ſtate of eaſe and ſecurity, and thenee have = 
3 leiſure to improve our country, to Elana cor 


« manufactures, and to extend our commerce. þ 
This 


8 
This argument, allowing 1 it all the force its 


£4 $4 6 


is ſo preciſely that of a 


7 1119 * 


mean pirited coward, 4 and might be ur urged, wit 


HTO 2 
equal propriety, to perſuade, every free and inde- 
pendent people to reſign their freedom to t the the firſt 


ern 


powerful enemy who ſhould Fanpt to.ſu due. | 


WY: -f 


them. —** Why, my countrymen,” might | ome 
rm feen 5 


2 « enemy, we may — purchaſe 3 peace, . . 
60 by becoming a ſubmiſſive ally, not only. live 
free of all apprehenſion. from that quarter for 


Nr 


* the future, but, under the Protection of their | 


130 I 


3 arms, employ ourſelves i in improving our coun- 


Nene, 


e try, advancing ur, Wee and extend- 


ing our commerce.“ Every ſoul, animated by 
the ſmalleſt ſpark of — muſt undoubredly 

hold in abhorrence ſo daſtardly ; a counſel, Who- 

nad. dared barely to i infinuate ſuch a pro- 

- poke to the barons of Scotland in [the days of 
Edward UI. had aſſu redly « e per ienced t the treat · 

ment his baſeneſs 2 d, and 1 F7R 
105 ; 679.95 
4 with everlaſting many. 1 b. 
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bor 
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with you for mote than a cenury before, 18 
allegiance to the ſame Sovetei MAP profeſſin 


nature of our conſtitution, or incompatible 1 
the circumſtances of © our county; nor of having, 


leaſt ground for ſuch a ſuppoſition) either dur ex- 


N. 

But Ido maintain, that theſe benefits might 
have been much more effectually attained, had 
we continued to live with you, our Engliſh friends, 


on the ſame footing on which we were living 
with you at the time of the Union, and had lived 


ready, when 
c- operate with 


applied to in a proper manner, te 


you on an equal fboting in all fneafures that re- 
7 garded either the h6nour of that ſovereign; or the 
general intereſts of the illan : 
| till to act as an independefit ſtate, ſeldzect to no . 
| laws but thoſe enacted by its On Pürliament, en- 
forced and ene —_ em er eoures of . 


CCC 


t continui ing 


2 a £7 P my . AQ Wi ; „bon * 4 
Then we mould be run n danger of having 
any laws impoſed on us chat were repugnant to che 


7 & © 8 


not tlie 


at any time, (for at preſent there is certalhly 


ceilens municipal law miſinterpreted, or our private : 


properties diſpoſed of, in the laſt reſort, by judges not 
ſufficiently converſant in the laws and uſages peculi- 
ar to Scotland for altho the preſent Parliament of - 


Great 


EMS 1h 


Great Britain :teſtifies the utmoſt abhorrence of 


thoſe pernicious doctrines advanced: by the au- 
thor of the North ritain and his :ĩmitators i and 
in its conduct, towards every part of thedunited 


Sed a dem, nn vari eee. rules of:the 


ell hong far fuck ene ae 
n aamate periods and herber the moſt ho- 
& Houſe of Peers ſnalh h continues 
dy Juſ$1and2learned"as-it-is-at- proſenc? = 
then neceſſarily confined within the limits of their! 
6wn ena mages have conſidered themſelves as 


Gentlemen f greateſt abilities and ft 


8 


ate ne now oppreſſed, to the extent of near . 


YN 
{ 
i 
: 


bm in he pound, and by tat mea hole 
AUR as the price of labour mi hen have 
been ſo. much cheaper=—Nor would : 
merce have been ——— ſuch 
numberleſs impoſts 5 
likeways have been at liberty, either ti 3 
ſtrain our loſing trade with England, which: at 
ee war * the * that our com- 
us, — nec _— 


—— 10 be e. vas 
cf our wealthy neig 


a 5 yi 2 
of war, have experienced the bittereſt of all mor- | 


f 81 1 Z 
the very people, in whoſe cauſe they had ſuffered 
ſo many hardſhips—Then, inſtead of having two 
| thirds of our country ſhamefully diſarmed as an 
hoſtile province, and being on all occaſions treated 
with the moſt provoking contumely, our friend- 
who muſt ſoon have learned to regard us as their 
maoſt natural and uſeful allies— And, finally, in- 

end eie e vaufty taned te ſupport the 
expences af their government, we had been en- 
richa 8 n ſabſidien, and. indians with every 
5 ent of commerce we might have 
ö — ; for if if the Lang 


man WE were, 


r 


— — — 


 thouſand-mep, and — braveſt in the whole 8 
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After what. has been already ſaid, it is ſurely 
unneceſſary to be Particular in pointing out the 
Union to you, our fellow ſubjects of England, 
fince every article of loſs and diſhonour on our part, 
is evidently an article of gain and honour on yours. E: 
Your commercial advantages alone btn es 
already obſerved, to three hundred thouſand 
gi a PREM at 1 * the abſo. 
land, inhabited yy as en and brave a race of | 
men as any in the world, you on, 5 


de yourſelves: from all —— 8 
People who, in former times, had proved the moſt 


ance you have been enabled not only to plant, pro- 

5 _ and extend "_ olonies; —— 
15 ful tiouſes of Auſtris and Bowrbony who, bur -h 
tle while ago, — 2 ſov ty of 

} 5 the reft a 1 Hi g. 4 Sli 
en eb e e e e in 

a this manner n 1 en to prove, 
even to the conviction of every Engliſhman of ſenſe 
and randour, that the treaty of Union, by which 


South _ 


| dangerous of your enemies; and with their affift = 


South and North Britain are at preſent ſo intimate- 
connected, was brought about by the groſſeſt 
corruption, contrary to the univerſal inclination of 
the people of Scotland, to whom, it is hard to ſay, 
whether it be more diſhonourable or ruinous; 
and that, on the other hand, inſtead of being diſ- 
graceful or prejudicial to England, as your late 
political writers have malevolentiy inſinuated, it 
„ ae and its higheft hondur. 
Lege e i tz 301930 ,a 10 


| Inte cout of this enquiry, Ihre been ur 


araber oh the panic _ counrymen of 


neee —— 
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———— — yalitbdinkecn UE 
North Britain in a more favourable light; as you | 
will thence perecive what ineſtimable conceflions 


we have made, and to what numberleſs difadvan- 
_—_— at 1 fabmir to obtain the ſole pri- 
vilege 


Lg . 
vilege of being received on an equal footing with 
you, as ſubjects of the ſame ſovereign, and of the 
fame government; a privilege to which, even 
without ſuch conceſſions, we were in every 1 
* intitled. 


VU pon the whole, we doubt not that our f ellow 
ſubjects of England, ſhall, on cool deliberation, 
reflect with indignation on the flagitious attempts 
of thoſe factious great men, and their infamous 
i tools; who, on the one hand, by artfully inſtilling 
into your minds groundleſs and injurious ſuſpi- 
cions of the Scots, and on the other, by loading 
the Scots with the moſt provoking terms of 
abuſe, have endeavoured ta. kindle up the flame 
of diſcord in this otherwiſe happy iſland, to f 
deſtroy that harmony which conſtitutes our only ; 
ſtrength and ſecurity, and to provoke us to imbrue 
our hands in the blood of one another, —How 
- ungenerous! how inhumane! nay, how ungrateful! 
muſt the conduct of you, our brethren of England, 
appear to yourſelves, as well as to the reſt of 
0 the world, when you ſnall reflect on your having 
inſulted and maltreated, in the very ſtreets of your 


metropolis, your moſt affectionate and uſeful 
| fellow 


* 5 


| t 55 * 
fellow fabjeas, who have been ſo orodigally la- 
viſh of their blood to render you victorious and 
great, and who are ſtill ready, provided they be 
treated but with common indulgence, to confront, © 
in your defence, death and danger under every 
pe? ? 


If, however, after all, you ſhall continue to look. 
| upon us in the fame unfavourable light in which 
we have of late been repreſented to you, Diſſobve, 
ve entreat you, the bond that unites us, and ge- 


5 nerouſſy reſtore us to our original independency; 5 


for remember this is in your power, not in ours, | 
But, at any rate, forbear to inſult us any longer, 1 


. leſt you may ind more reaſon than you expect to 


repent of your imprudente in driving us to ex- 

tremity ; for, oor and contemptible as you ſeem 

to ſuppoſe us, we can till bring to the field, 
without much difficulty, — thouſand of the 


braveſt men in Europe. 
2 1097 2 
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